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SENIORS CARD HOLDERS — COST-OF-LIVING REBATE PAYMENTS 

907. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering: 
Given that the Seniors Card database does not record details of a partner who is not eligible for a Seniors Card, 
how did the department determine which seniors were eligible for a payment of $157.22 per couple and $104.80 
for a single person and only $78.61 for a cardholder who has a partner who is not a Seniors Card holder?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The Seniors Card database only holds records of 
current Seniors Card holders. Couples can be identified in the database if they both hold a Seniors Card. Where 
only one member of a couple holds a Seniors Card, he or she is treated as a single person for the purposes of the 
cost-of-living payment. In 2009 the Department for Communities wrote to all Seniors Card holders and asked 
them to complete a cost-of-living rebate application form indicating if they were single or if they had a spouse 
who was also a holder of a Seniors Card. Each Seniors Card member needed to return an individual cost-of-
living rebate application. The information provided by the applicant determined the payment amount. Couple 
payments are only halved to $78.61 per person if the couple have separate bank accounts or if only one member 
of a couple returned a cost-of-living rebate form when both members hold a Seniors Card. A further payment of 
$78.61 would be paid when an application is received by an eligible partner. If a senior has a spouse who is not a 
Seniors Card member, he or she is eligible for the single rate of $104.80.  
 


